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Ambit Books is pleased to announce the publication of the
fourth of four collections in our Here from Elsewhere sertes:

Nazand Begikhani

Time flows or runs through Nazand Begikhani’s poems: the stream of her childhood
becomes the mighty river Tigris then she finds herself washed up in exile on the Atlantic
ocean, or by the banks of the Loire. But she is not prepared to just float with the current of
the times or tradition. In her poems she fights with the Anfal, the genocidal campaign carried
out against Kurdish civilians at the end of the 80s; she fights against honour killings and
she fights for the perception of the Kurds in the West. These are painful poems: but pain
expressed, of women, of the Kurdish peoples, above all needs to be witnessed by poets and
their readers. Extract from the introduction by Richard McKane.

With Bells of Speech Ambit’s fine new series introduces readers in Britain to a remarkable
voice. Nazand Begikhani explores the experience of being an exiled Kurdish woman in
visionary poems of rare political and spiritual depth. Like bells, they sound clear musical
notes and linger in the mind long after they have first been heard. Fully cognisant of that ‘thin
line between life and death’, they are poignant, but ultimately life-enhancing. Moniza Alvi

Orderyour copy using the form overleaf: £7.50 UK, £8 rest of Europe, £9 rest of world.



At a Happiness Symposium in Wales

A psychologist said
Graveyards may help you feel happier,
visit a graveyard when you are depressed

There is a thin line between life and death, my friend
and I am a graveyard

Tam happy to be alive, my friend

After Halabja and Anfal

Iam happy to become the voice

ofaland

that contains the mass graves of our brothers

There is a thin line between life and death, my friend
There is a thin line between life and death

Please send Bells of Speech (ISBN 978-0-900055-11-9) to

Name

Address

Number of copies _____ at £7.50 UK, £8/€14 rest of Europe,
£9/$17.50 rest of world. These prices are per copy and include
postage. Euro and Dollar prices also include bank charges.

I enclose a cheque for made out to AMBIT

OR Please charge my visa/mastercard (delete as appropriate)
the sum of

Card Number

ExpiryDate_._ Signature

Post this form to Ambit Books, 17 Priory Gardens, London N6 5QY, UK

Delivery can take from one week to 28 days.

Nazand Begikhani was born in
Kurdistan (Iraq) in 1964. She has
been living in exile (Denmark, France
and later UK) since 1987. She took
her first degree in English language
and literature, then completed an

MA and PhD in comparative literature
at the Sorbonne. She published her
first poetry collection Yesterday of
Tomorrow in Paris in 1995. Her second
collection Celebrations was published
in Kurdistan by Arras in 2004. Arras
also published her third collection
Colour of Sand in 2005. Bells of Speech
is her first collection in English.

She is a polyglot and translates her
own poetry into French and English.
Many of her poems are published

in French, Arabic, Persian and English.
She has also translated Baudelaire

and Eliot into Kurdish.

Apart from writing poetry, Nazand

is an active researcher and advocate
for women’s human rights. She is
afounding member and co-ordinator
of the network organisation Kurdish
Women Action against Honour Killing
(KWAHK). Her research on Kurdish
gender is widely published in Kurdish,
but also in French and English.
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