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Free Press Stumbles in Kurdistan
An Iragi-born Kurd who wrote a series critical of a leading family is sentenced to 18

months in prison -- a reduction from 30 years.

By Solomon Moore, Times Staff Wiriter
March 27, 2006

SULAYMANIYA, Irag — A court in Irbil sentenced a writer to 18 months in prison Sunday
for an accusatory article about Kurdish leader Massoud Barzani, in a case that has raised
doubts about the judiciary's independence here.

Kamal Karim Qadir, an Iragi-bom Kurd with Austrian citizenship, was arrested last fall and
charged with threatening the national security of Kurdistan, a semiautonomous region of
northern Iraq that is predominantly Kurdish. The charges came after he wrote a series of
controversial articles in 2004 that were critical of the Barzanis, one of Kurdistan's most

powerful families.
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