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2 http://www.turkishdailynews.com.tr/article.php?enewsid=26868 It is a demonstration of thestrong political will in
Washington in favor of the Iragi Kurds' aspirations to statehood.
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and president of the Kurdish northern Irag region e sta s gleta 3
4 ojass Jeaa The United Statesis according “presidential treatment” toan Iragi Kurdish leader who has
continuously stressed that the creation of an independent Kurdistan is his dream. Kurdish flags have replaced the Iraqi
national flag even at the Habur border gate, and Barzani's administration appears determined not to allow the Iragi national
flag to fly in the area under its control.

Do we have contingency plans for the possible horrible developments that may soon unfold and ssi coslajam Gleas 5
drag our entireregion into calamity?

6 g5 soslayan (leas Irag's unity and territorial integrity are gradually becoming afairy tale. We have to wake up to this
reality and do something, because Irag's integrity is as important for Turkey asit is for the peoples of that country and for the
entire region.

7 http://www.turkishdailynews.com.tr/article.php?enewsid=26871 We all are instilled with a fear about Kurds one day
separating the Southeast from the rest of the country. This fear is such an integral part of the national psyche that not only
Turkish citizens of Kurdish descent but all Kurds come under serious suspicion. The Kurds in northern Irag have also
received their share of the blame. Some of us believe that if an independent Kurdish state is established in northern
Irag, Kurdish brethrenin Turkey's Southeast or Kurdish nationalists in Turkey will take courage from their brothersin
northern Iraq to seek independence themselves. This scenario is not too extreme. There is a possibility it will come to pass.
However, all the steps we have taken to prevent the realization of this scenario until now were limited to military measures.
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8 ,5ah esla s Jleaa The Southeast also exists on commerce with northern Iraq. If you close the Habur border gate long

enough, both northern Iraq and the Southeast will starve.
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10 http://www.turkishpress.com/news.asp?id=76733 The Name Of Northern Iraq And Barzani’s Title

Well, what has changed with the constitution? A number of things... First, we should get used to saying: our neighbor’s name
is no longer the Republic of Irag, but the Federal Republic of Irag. Moreover, the situation in northern Irag has received an
official or constitutional basis. 1t’s now called the Kurdistan Federate State, which has a separate flag, parliament,
government, security forces, judicial system, and even a separate economy. Furthermore, its constitution supercedes Irag’s
constitution. Laws adopted in the Kurdish Parliament will be over and above Irag’s constitution. In other words, the Iragi
government lacks authority and legality in that region (Article 53 in the new constitution). That is to say, Kurdistan is not an
Arab territory any more. And also: when the constitution cannot function or is violated, the federate has the right to part and
declare its freedom. All this means that the 1916 Sykes-Picot treaty between Britain and France meant to parcel the
Ottomans’ inheritance has begun to be breached. The order and countries established in the Middle East in line with this
agreement has begun to crack. Observers with common sense or realistic views believe that Iraq will be swept up in a civil
war like Lebanon, and then will be divided like Y ugoslavia. We should get used to that possibility. In that case, can Ankara’s
insistence on not recognizing a country like Kurdistan find any supporters other than Syria and Iran? It is clear that if Turkey
maintains that policy, then Federate Kurdistan Prime Minister Massoud Barzani cannot be invited to Ankara
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1 http://www.turkishpress.com/news.asp?id=75748 This constitution is far from Ankara’s expectations. Turkey has two
basic goals concerning Irag: Iraq’s integrity and not putting Kirkuk under the Kurdish administration. On the first goal,
Ankara favors Kurdish leader Jalal Talabani’s being Iragq’s president and Sunnis’ participation in the referendum. It expects
that Kurds, having the presidency, won’t seek immediate independence. Even if the Sunnis refused to participate in the
referendum, they have declared their will. Ankara thinks the Sunnis can be the ‘glue’ between the Shiite Arabs and Kurds.
That’s why Ankara wants them to participate in the December parliamentary elections. How redlistic is it to expect that
Sunnis, who formed the base of the Saddam administration to a great extent, will function as a ‘bridge’ with Shiites, who
expect to enter office following the Saddam era and so aren’t part of the insurgency, and the Kurds, who are the closest
friends of the US?

Ankara envisaged a special status for Kirkuk. It was buttressing this view with the thesis that al the Iragi people own its
natural resources. It was against putting Kirkuk under Kurdish administration. However, the constitution voted on envisaged
areferendum in Kirkuk in 2007. It’s also known that Kirkuk’s demographic makeup was changed in favor of the Kurds. In
this case, Kirkuk might be attached to the Kurdish administration. Ankara’s new goal concerning Kirkuk is that the new
parliament following the December elections will change the draft constitution. Ankara expects that all of its concerns will be
addressed with such changes, but it’s questionable how realistic this expectation is due to current conditions. Ankara also
thinks that a ‘unity of goals’ should be established for Irag’s Turkmen, that is, the Turkmen should work for the same goal
even if they belong to different parties or organizations. Under these circumstances and expectations, it’s difficult for Ankara
to fulfill its goals concerning Irag.
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