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24 «1 { our shoreson September the 11th, 2001, when terrorists murdered nearly 3,000 of our citizens
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{ Defending our Nation against its enemies is the first and fundamental commitment of the
Federal Government. Today, that task has changed dramatically. Enemies in the past
needed great armies and great industrial capabilities to endanger America. Now, shadowy
networks of individuals can bring great chaos and suffering to our shores for less than it
costs to purchase a single tank. Terrorists are organized to penetrate open societies and

The National Security Strategy of (to turn the power of modern technologies against us. }
ySeptember 2002 ,the United States of America
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The gravest danger to freedom lies at the crossroads of radicalism and technology. When the } - 4

spread of chemical and biological and nuclear weapons, along with ballistic missile technology-when
that occurs, even weak states and small groups could attain a catastrophic power to strike great
nations. Our enemies have declared this very intention, and have been caught seeking these terrible
weapons. They want the capability to blackmail us, or to harm us, or to harm our friends-and we will

The National Security Strategy of the United States of ) {oppose them with all our power
(September 2002 ,America



